ROBERT    KETT
he declaimed the covetousness of the surrounding gentry,
and by his assurance of his readiness to lead a revolt and
stand by it with " body and goods/3 they returned to
Heathersett to pursue their original intention of pulling
down all the fences of the out-witted and furious Sergeant
Flowerdew.
Kett was joined by his brother William, a hardy butcher
at Wymondham. Within a few days the news of the revolt
had spread among the neighbouring poor and out-of-work
farm hands, servants, and vagabonds, and there being
nothing left to destroy in the district, the band proceeded to
Gringleford and Boethorpe. Here they were encountered
by Sir Edmund Windham, the High Sheriff of Norfolk, who
courageously called the rebels to order and commanded
them to go back to their homes. But they would have none
of him, and the Sheriff was forced to ride as quickly as a good
horse would carry him to Norwich, the rioters following,
doing damage on the way and pulling down the fences of
the Town Close. Outside Norwich, Kett, the number of
whose followers very soon mounted to sixteen thousand
men from all over the county, found quarters on Mousehold
Heath.
The Mayor of Norwich at once sent to London for help.
There was fighting and some plunder, but there seems
to have been very little panic. The Mayor had his duties
to carry out and Kett and his followers had their sense
of how a rebellion should be run. Kett's men had to be
fed and armed. Their need to revenge themselves upon
the landlords whom they believed had oppressed them must
be given some outlet. There was respect for Christian
principles. The enemy was the gentry, and the rebels did
everything in the King's name, appointing themselves his
friends and deputies. No gentleman was murdered, but
many of them were brought to Mousehold Heath to be tried.
At this stage Ketfs leadership ensured that the progress of
the rebels was well directed and humane. Near the camp
was the famous Oak of Reformation. Beneath its leafy
boughs Kett held his councils, addressed his followers, and
sat in judgment upon the gentlemen who were brought to
him. Courts were set up and services were held. The
Mayor was constrained to accept an invitation to sit in
judgment with Kett. Sermons were preached and the
pulpit was thrown open to those not in sympathy with the